AT    GRIPS    WITH    MOSCOW

unrest increased further, and Poland was also
compelled to conclude a humilating peace with
the Turks. In 1673, at &*& battle of Chocimi,
Johann Sobieski scored a smashing victory over
the Turks and the following year he was elected
King as Johann Sobieski III. During his reign
there was a renewed gleam of Polish martial glory.
Two years after his accession Sobieski finished
the Cossack campaign, but with the depressing
result that nearly the whole of the Ukraina was
devastated. His campaigns against the Turks
appeared to be more profitable. Sobieski had
already beaten back the Turks from Russia and
had concluded a peace favourable to himself at
Zorawno. In 1683, as the leader of the entire
Christian army, he inflicted a crushing defeat on
the Turkish host of 200,000 men at Vienna, then
pursued and beat them again at Pdrkdny, relieving
the town of Esztergom, seat of the present Hun-
ganan Prince Primate. Sobieski's victories over
the Turks were the beginning of Hungary's
liberation from the Turkish yoke. In addition to
the debacle at Vienna, the Turks also suffered
defeat at his hands in Podolia and in the Ukraine,
and it was at this time that Poland became known
as 'The Bulwark of Christianity*, Sobieski, inci-
dentally, sent settlers to the Ukraine, while, on
the other hand, losing several frontier towns,
including Kiev and Smolensk, to Russia.

Under Augustus II, of the Saxon Dynasty
(1697-1733) the disintegration of the country
continued apace and the King was powerless to
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